
MITIGATION AND ADAPTATION OVERVIEW 

Despite significant differences between mitigation and adaptation, there is more common ground between them than might at first 

be obvious: some of the major actions that local governments may be taking to mitigate future climate change also have adaptation 

benefits. The tables below summarize how climate action measures can work synergistically to achieve greenhouse gas reductions 

while at the same time making communities more resilient to expected climate change impacts.  

Energy 

Mitigation Adaptation 

Reduce emissions by expanding use of 
renewable sources 

Reduce vulnerability to widespread power grid outages by encouraging distributed generation 
from multiple renewable sources (solar, wind, biogas, landfill methane, etc.) 

Reduce emissions by improving efficiency 
of energy and water delivery systems 

Reduce potential for grid overload and failure by decreasing demand.  

Green Building Strategies 

Mitigation Adaptation 

Reduce emissions by curbing energy use 
through greater efficiency 

Lower energy use will create less demand on the grid during extreme events such as heat waves, 
decreasing the likelihood of blackouts 

Adopt or encourage LEED building 
standards for commercial, residential, 
retrofit and municipal projects 

Building standards could include greater resistance to high winds, flooding, etc.  

Implement a weatherization program 
 

Better insulated buildings that rely on day lighting and natural ventilation will be more functional 
and comfortable during power disruptions 

Food Production and Distribution 

Mitigation Adaptation 

Reduce emissions by encouraging local 
food production through local agriculture, 
community gardening, etc. to decrease the 
number of miles food must be transported 

Reduce reliance on centralized food system where commodity production is concentrated in a few 
locations that may be vulnerable to climate disruptions such as storm damage, pest outbreaks, 
etc.  

 



 



 


